
EXWICK HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Autumn Term – September 7th 2021 

Website: www.exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

I would like to warmly welcome you all to the start of another academic year here at Exwick Heights and a 

special welcome to any new families who are receiving our school newsletter for the first time! I hope you have 

all had a wonderful summer with your children. We are all really looking forward to welcoming them tomorrow 

and hope that they are excited and ready for a successful year here at Exwick Heights! I am sorry that this 

newsletter is being sent later than usual. Unfortunately, we have had an eventful few days here at school, 

following a burst water main on Monday, just off of our premises, resulting in our water supply having to be 

turned off! Thankfully, all repairs have been completed this evening and we have flushed through our water 

system as a precaution. Just in the nick of time! 

 

I know the start of term can be quite daunting (especially for parents) and so I want to begin by reassuring you 

that we will be ready to support. Members of the school’s Senior Leadership Team will, as always, be outside 

each morning to meet the children and are available to speak to any parent or carer. I have attached the 

information sent to parents about the start and end of the school day to this newsletter as a reminder of our 

procedures. Please be reassured that all of our staff will be on duty in the morning to welcome your children and 

support them with their arrival in their new classroom! 

 

Staff wear high visibility jackets when on duty at the start and end of the school day, along with our school 

identification lanyards, so you will be able to find us easily. Your child’s teacher is available to speak with you 

prior to the start or after the finish of the school day so please do not hesitate to approach us if you have any 

queries, questions or concerns. The quickest and simplest way to do this is to email our admin team who will 

ensure that your child’s teacher receives your message. The email address for all contact is: 

admin@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

 

Term Dates for 2021/22: These are always available on our school website and will also be printed on 

subsequent newsletters as the year progresses. Please ask a member of staff if you have any questions. At the end 

of this newsletter, I have placed as many key dates this term as I can. The dates for the next school year (2022/23) 

will be shared in my next newsletter – I know from the parent questionnaires that this is always very useful!  

 

Parent Curriculum Plans: Our year group teams of staff are drawing up this term’s Curriculum Plans and they 

will be emailed to all parents shortly. These plans will enable you to have a brief overview of what your child will 

be learning across the autumn term and help to keep you informed with regard to how you might support them at 

home. The school’s blog provides a more detailed breakdown of the curriculum each week and is updated every 

Friday (barring any technical issues) to share information about what our year groups have been learning. The 

blog (which can be accessed on the school website) is a super way to keep yourself informed about exactly what 

your child has been up to at school and is very effective at encouraging children to share more with you at home. 

 

MTA role: Advance Notice! We are always keen to ensure that our playgrounds are well staffed and so would 

like to see if anyone would be interested in a role as a Meal Time Assistant within our school? Candidates will 

need to undergo DBS checks, complete an application form which can be downloaded from the school website 

and provide references. The application forms will be placed on our school website tomorrow. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like further information. 

 

Covid 19 Precautions: As COVID-19 becomes a virus that we learn to live with, the government has said it is 

vital to reduce the disruption to children and young people’s education. This is sensible – but I feel it is important 

that we return to normality cautiously to ensure that we minimise risk for our community. Here at Exwick 

Heights, our staff team will continue to do everything in their power to prevent infection. All of our staff complete 

Lateral Flow Tests at least twice weekly, to ensure that we are not asymptomatic. We wear masks in communal 
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areas and always have doors and windows open. Staff training is held externally (we have really enjoyed the 

sunshine today) and are fortunate that, as a modern school, every classroom has both an internal and an external 

door so are well ventilated. We also ensure that we maintain good hygiene with additional cleaning routines 

across the school and regular handwashing routines both our adults and our children.  
Whilst there is no longer a requirement to wear a mask when attending our site, I strongly recommend that adults 

who can wear a mask whilst on the school run do so, as the area around our school can become quite busy during 

the start and end of the school day. Though many of us are now double vaccinated (and so better protected in the 

event of close contact) our children are not and I am keen to do everything that I can to protect them!  

It is particularly important that PCR tests are sought if a member of your household is symptomatic. Whilst there 

are three key signs (a raised temperature, a new cough and a loss of taste or smell), recent reports suggest that 

there may be several other symptoms to be aware of, including (but not exclusively) a loss of appetite, a sore 

throat or a severe headache. I strongly recommend seeking advice if you are at all unsure to be on the safe side!  

Thank you for your support with this. 

 

Parking around the school area:  
If you must use a vehicle to bring your child to school, please consider the safety of our children. We strongly 

encourage anyone using a vehicle to park away from the school site and to walk the last part of your journey to 

ease congestion and improve road safety for all of our children. Parking around our site is extremely challenging. 

Please ensure you allow time to park/stop considerately. I’m sure you will be aware of the need to avoid blocking 

drives or parking on double yellow lines or crossing points. The raised crossing at the front of the main school 

entrance must be kept clear, as parking either side of it on the double yellow lines puts our pupils in danger they 

cannot be seen by car drivers coming up the hill. There is a 20mph speed limit around the school and the area 

directly in front of the main school gates is a ‘One Way’ system which is a ‘Strictly No Parking’ zone. Please 

help us to develop a positive relationship with our neighbours by parking considerately and allowing time to find 

a suitable parking space. Again, thank you for your help with this. 

 

Home Learning and Reading Books: Our priority this week will be to settle children back to school routines 

and familiarise them with their new classrooms. Home-learning will begin to be set from next Thursday (16th of 

September) and we will also begin to send reading books home with your child as soon as they are settled,  

confident and have been assessed to ensure that the reading book is the appropriate level for their ability, interest 

and understanding.  

 

I look forward to welcoming you all tomorrow! 

With warm regards, 

 

Mrs C. Neal 

Headteacher 

 

Term Dates: Academic year September 2021 – August 2022 

Mon 6th September 2021 Non pupil day/teaching and admin staff only 

Tues 7th Sept 2021 Non pupil day/teaching and admin staff only 

Wed 8th Sept 2021 Children return to school 

Fri 22nd October 2021 Last day of half term 

Mon 25th - Fri 29th Oct 2021 
inclusive 

Half Term 

Mon 1st  Nov 2021 Staff and children return 

Thurs 16th Dec 2021 Last day of term 

Fri 17th Dec 2021 – Fri 31st Dec 2021 Christmas holiday 

Mon 3rd Jan 2022 Bank Holiday 

Tues 4th Jan 2022 Non pupil day/teaching and admin staff only 

Wed 5th Jan 2022 Children return to school 



Friday 18th Feb 2022  Last day of half term 

Mon 21st  - Fri 25th Feb 2022 Half term 

Mon 28th Feb 2022 Staff and children return to school 

Fri 8th April 2022 Last day of term 

Mon 11th  - Friday 22nd Apr 2022 Easter holiday 

Mon 25th Apr 2022 Non pupil day 

Tues 26th Apr 2022 Children return to school 

Mon 2nd May 2022 Bank holiday 

Tues 3rd  May 2022 Return to school after bank holiday weekend 

Fri 27th May 2022 Last day of half term 

Mon 30th May – Fri 4th June 2022 Half term 

Mon 6th June 2022 Non pupil day/teaching and admin staff only 

Tues 7th June 2022 Children return to school 

Mon 27th June 2022 School closed 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th July Grenville House week 

Tues 26th July 2022 Last day of term for children and staff 

Wed 27th  July 2022 Non pupil day/teaching and admin staff only 

Thurs 28th July 2022 Summer holiday begins 

 

 

 

 


