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Autumn 1 

Music 
We will be exploring the 

Bollywood industry, and how 
Indian instruments and 

compositions are reflected in 
music, dance and film.  

 
 

Design & Technology 
 Linking with our topic, we will 
be designing and creating a 
portable water filter, working 

methodically to plan, design and 
refine our products 

R.E 
We will be exploring the key question, 

‘What does it mean if Christians 
believe God is Holy and loving?’ We 
will use a variety of Bible psalms and 
passages to help us understand the 

shared and differing views some 
Christians have on this topic.  

Humanities 
 

Geography – Slums 
 

We will explore how slums 
develop, where the largest 

slums in the world are and what 
it is like to live in a slum. We will 
also consider what challenges 

people face, how life in the 
slums can be improved and how 
crime can be tackled in slums. 

Computing 
 

 We will introduce our topic by 
revising our online safety rules 

discussed in Year 4. 
Our overarching theme will focus 

on computing systems and 
networks, exploring how 

information is shared between 
people and companies and why 

there are many benefits to 
collaborative online working.  

PSHCE 

 
Our whole school Jigsaw topic 
is: Being Me in My World. We 
will focus on: our goals for Year 
5; our rights and responsibilities 
as British citizens; how our daily 

lives compare with children 
abroad. We will also have 

regular class council and circle 
time sessions. 

 
 

 

English 
 

We will refresh our sentence 
skills with a focus on key word 
classes and joined handwriting. 
Then, we will begin our music 
video unit, using ‘Titanium’ by 
David Guetta and ‘Pompeii’ by 

Bastille as stimuli for our 
suspense narratives, including 

some dialogue.  
 

Maths 
We will focus on: 

 understanding and 
applying place value to 
1,000,000 

 securing basic number 
facts 

 calculating and solving 
addition and subtraction 
problems 

 investigating graphs, 
tables and charts.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

French 
We will practise our spoken and 

written French around the topic of 
‘Hobbies,’ as well as developing 
our independent reading using 

the French phonetic code. 

Science 
Properties and changes of 

materials: 
 

We will be looking at the properties 
of some materials and defining them 
with accurate scientific vocabulary. 

There will be investigations and 
analysis into the reversible and 

irreversible changes. We will also 
conduct our own investigations into 

the solubility of various everyday 
products.  

 
 

P.E 
Our indoor sport lessons will be 

gymnastics, with a focus on 
balance, coordination and 

sequencing. 
Our outdoor PE is basketball, 
focusing on passing, dribbling 

and shooting.  

Reading 
 

A key focus this term will be on developing fluent reading aloud, with accurate speed 
and expression. We will read a selection of exciting, quality texts with a linked theme 

throughout the week, which will support confidence in inferring, summarising and 
predicting from an extract. Teachers will select an enjoyable and challenging class 

reader each half term to promote reading for pleasure. Opportunities to visit the 
library as well as read independently will be provided throughout the week. 



  English 
 

We will be continuing to develop 
our technical writing skills by: 

 writing to persuade, 
creating travel brochures 
for our own exotic hotels! 

 writing to entertain, using 
‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ as 
a stimulus to create a 
detailed setting 
description.  

Maths 
We will focus on: 

 solving fluency, reasoning and 
problem solving activities 

involving multiplication and 
division 

 securing all times tables facts 

 completing problems involving 
area and perimeter, including 

for composite rectilinear 
shapes. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Science 
Properties and changes of 

materials: 
 

We will be continue to explore the 
properties of some materials, with 

a particular focus on different 
separation processes, including 

evaporation and filtration. We will 
also conduct our own 

investigations into physical and 
chemical changes.  

Music 
We will follow a range of 

compositions performed on 
Djembe drums, as well as 
creating our own pieces, 

considering pulse and rhythm.  

 
 

Art 
 Linking with our Benin Kingdom 

topic, we will analyse the products 
of Benin’s artistic guilds. Then, we 
will create clay shields replicating 

the artwork of this powerful 
empire.   

French 
We will practise our reading, 

writing and speaking skills during 
the topic of ‘Eating Out,’ as well 
as recapping the days, months 

and weeks of the year in French. 
 

 

 

Autumn 2 

R.E 
We will be exploring the key 

question, ‘What does it mean to be 
a Muslim in Britain today?’ Each 
class will learn about the day-to-

day life of Muslim children and how 
that may be a similar or different to 

their own. 

P.E 
Our indoor sport lessons will be 
focused on creating sequences 

within dance, considering 
movement and fluidity.  

Our outdoor PE will focus on 
hockey, developing invasion and 

shooting skills.  

 
  Humanities 

 

History - Benin Kingdom  
We will learn how the Benin 

Kingdom began and what life was 
like for the Edo people and how 
trade links were established and 
what goods were traded. We will 

find out what led to the Civil war in 
the 1700s, what the Transatlantic 

Slave Trade was and why the 
British colonized Benin. 

 

Computing 
 

We will introduce our topic with 
the internet safety lesson, ‘We 
are responsible for our online 

actions.’ 
Throughout the half term, we will 

hone our coding skills through 
project-based tasks using 

Espresso coding.  

 
  

PSHCE 

 
Our whole school Jigsaw topic is: 
Celebrating difference. We will 
consider what makes us special 
and unique, as well as explore 

the importance of kindness 
towards others. 

We will also have regular class 
council and circle time sessions. 

 
 

 

Reading 
 

A key focus this term will be on developing fluent reading aloud, with accurate speed 
and expression. We will read a selection of exciting, quality texts with a linked theme 

throughout the week, which will support confidence in inferring, summarizing and 
predicting from an extract. Teachers will select an enjoyable and challenging class 

reader each half term to promote reading for pleasure. Opportunities to visit the 
library as well as read independently will be provided throughout the week. 



How can you help your child? 
 
HOME LEARNING: this will be posted on the school blog on a Thursday. 
Home Learning tasks: Each week’s home learning will have a range of tasks to choose from that are linked with 
curriculum areas taught in class and will support depth of knowledge around the chosen subject as well as independent 
study skills. Tasks may include revision sheets to help secure understanding of a topic, a written report, a research project 
or may focus on artistic or practical activities where photographs or videos could be created or used. 
 
There are certain tasks which all children will be expected to complete every week. These are: 

- Weekly SPARX assignment completed to 100% 
- Weekly Spelling Shed assignment completed to 100% 
- Reading diary written in at least three times a week by the child, with one adult signature per week to show the 

children have read with an adult at home.  
- At least one subject option from the activity menu posted on the blog.  

 
Home learning is due every Thursday either in books or via email. If you would like to email your child’s home 
learning, please send to: y5homelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk. Home learning books will be returned to the child 
the following Thursday following an isolation period. 
 

Reading: In Year 5, we strongly encourage the children to read for 
at least 20 minutes a day to support their understanding and 
vocabulary development. If you would like further information about 
how to support your child with their reading, please speak to the class 
teacher. Each child will be given a Reading Journal for you and your 
child to record any reading completed at home. 
 
Spelling:  Each week children are set spelling patterns. Children are 

expected to complete their Spelling Shed assignments each week.  Words should be practiced frequently- we 
recommend 5-10 minutes every day. 
 
Maths:  All children are expected to know their times tables and number facts. Regular practice at home will greatly help 
your child to become a more confident mathematician. In addition, exploring how you use maths on a day to day basis 
(telling the time, weighing or measuring objects etc.) and giving them the opportunity to apply their learning in real life 
contexts, would be extremely useful. Please speak to the class teacher if you would like some ideas about supporting 
your child’s understanding of maths. Each week, the children will be expected to complete 100% of their SPARX 
homework, to ensure their times tables are fluently learnt. 
 
General support for other subjects: You can help your child in all subjects by looking at reference books from the 
library or using the internet to find out further information. Parents and carers can also be very valuable resources. If you 
can offer any knowledge, expertise or examples of artefacts related to our topics this term, please see your child’s 
teacher. 
 

We are always keen to have volunteer readers join our ‘Lets Read Together’ team. Is this something you 
may like to do for a few hours a week? If so, please make contact through the 
admin@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk email address. Safeguarding checks are required and online 
training is provided. 
 
 

PE: A full named PE kit must be in school for the whole week. This consists of a T-shirt, shorts, trainers/plimsolls and a 
tracksuit/jogging bottoms for outdoor games. A spare warm top is always a good idea in cooler weather. It is preferable for 
the children not to wear earrings in school. Necklaces, bracelets and dangling earrings are not permitted, studs only 
please. 
 
BEHAVIOUR: Good behaviour is expected and essential if pupils are able to learn effectively.  The ‘Golden Rules’ 
underpin the school’s Behaviour Policy. This is available for all parents and carers to view on request and is also on our 
website. An explanation of the Red Badge and Number Systems is available on request. 
 
PROBLEMS: If you have any concerns about your child’s education please always make contact with your child’s class 
teacher in the first instance. All teachers are happy to make an appointment to discuss worries or concerns. If, however, 
you have a serious concern and require a meeting, please arrange to speak to Ms. Lloyd-Seetim (5LS). Your next port of 
call would be Mrs. Hackworthy, the Deputy Headteacher. 

 

 
 

mailto:y5homelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk
mailto:admin@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=books+clipart&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=X0i3BbSLl2HKpM:&imgrefurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/19-books-for-clip-art.html&docid=_34PIwTDctiHRM&imgurl=http://bestclipartblog.com/clipart-pics/books-for-clip-art-7.jpg&w=404&h=364&ei=7dsyUuSSAYiO7Ab68IGQCw&zoom=1

