
Dear Parents & Carers,  
  
As we come to the end of another busy week, I would like to begin by welcoming you back 
to another half term here at Exwick Heights! Already, the weather has certainly turned and 
we are now beginning to experience more of a chill after a very mild start to the school 
year.  
  
With the beginning of November, aside from planning for a full and exciting curriculum, we 
are beginning to turn our energies towards preparing for the festive season. Please see the 
end of the newsletter for further information.  
  
Harvest Festival – I would like to send a sincere thank you to you all for the wonderful 
donations to the Exeter Food Bank to mark our Harvest Festival before half term. Your 
generosity will have made a huge difference to people from across Exeter – thank you!  
  
Parking around the school area - Thank you for your ongoing consideration towards parking 
safely. We do fully recognise the challenges with finding a parking space before and after 
school but again ask you all to ensure that you allow time to find a safe space to park, away 
from the school site, and that you ensure pavements and resident access to properties are 
not obstructed.  
  
Building Work - The two building sites (for residential housing) on Gloucester Road are 
currently removing waste materials (mud etc) from their site. They require access to their 
sites each morning up until 8.30am, so please can I ask that we keep this in mind when 
taking children to play club.  
The road is being cleaned throughout the day to remove mud that will naturally be left as 
the lorries travel up and down - please take care as it may be slipperier than usual. Thank 
you.  
  
Winter Coats - Please may I ask you all to ensure that your child is wearing a suitable 
(named) coat to school on a daily basis, especially now that the weather has turned colder. 
You may also wish to send in a sweatshirt and jogging bottoms for outdoor PE. If your child 
has lost a coat, please ask your child to check their year group lost property box as there are 
a few waiting to be claimed!  
  
I have had a few parents ask about classroom doors being open during the school day. As 
you know, one of the tools to limit the spread of Covid 19 is ventilation. Wherever possible, 
we will open doors and windows to ensure air flow – but we also recognise that it is 
important to keep warm! Please be reassured that on cooler days, doors are simply ajar 
rather than wide open; our heating is on and we constantly monitor the temperature of our 
classrooms to ensure that they are within health and safety recommendations. If we are 
unable to keep doors open, then we ventilate the classroom regularly whilst the children 
have playtime, or visit our halls, library and studio. This ensures that our classrooms have 
fresh air but are still comfortably warm!  
  
Remembrance Day Assembly – Our Year 6 pupils have begun to prepare and lead an 
incredibly thought provoking assembly to share their understanding and respect for those 



who have sacrificed so much to allow us to live our lives freely. This assembly will be 
recorded and shared with friends and family of our Year 6 pupils.   
  
Poppy Appeal - Poppies will be on sale every day here at school until the 11th of November.  
We have only received a limited supply of Poppies this year from the British Legion and so 
are selling these on behalf of the British Legion through School Gateway. We will then 
deliver purchased poppies each day to the relevant class for any orders received prior to 
8.30am on the day. Orders received after that time will be delivered directly to class the 
next day.  
Once our stock of poppies has been sold, the poppies will no longer appear on School 
Gateway to prevent confusion.  
  
Anti–Bullying Week – This annual event aims to raise awareness of bullying and to highlight 
ways of preventing and responding to it. To launch anti-bullying week, our staff team will be 
participating in ‘Odd Socks Monday.’ This is a nation wide event designed to show support 
for an important cause without disruption or cost. If your child would like also wear odd 
socks on Monday – that would be great!  
  
Children in Need – Friday 19th November – Non Uniform Day  
We would also like to support the Children in Need campaign. If you wish to support this 
worthy charity, your child may dress in non-uniform for a small donation. Donations can be 
completed on the School Gateway. The theme for Children in Need this year is ‘Together, 
We Can!’ Children may wear any outfit – providing it is suitable for the many activities we 
do at school each day! We ask that this includes sensible shoes and clothing suitable for all 
weather conditions. There is absolutely no requirement to purchase a special outfit for the 
day.  
  
Report a positive COVID-19 result – A repeat, I’m afraid as I have shared this in previous 

newsletters but feel it is sensible to again share how to contact us out of school hours if your 

child receives a positive test result for Covid 19. We have created the following email address 

for parents to use to report a positive result for a child at our school only: 

reportpositive@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk  

Please note, this email address should not be used for any other communication.   

Exwick Lane – I have been made aware that the lane has had a lot of leaf fall over the half 

term holiday and so I have contacted highways to request that it is swept regularly over the 

coming weeks. I have had parents contact me to inform me about the condition of roads 

around our school. Whilst it is always helpful to be informed, please remember that I am 

unable to address concerns regarding things like leaves or ice off of our school premises. 

The quickest way to have any concerns addressed is to directly inform Devon Highways, 

using this link: https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/  

  
Events in December 2021: At this time, as every year, we call on the generosity of our 
parents and local community to help us to hold a Christmas Raffle to raise funds for our 
school. We hope to have a raffle in the last week of this term.  
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We would like to ask if you are able to approach an organisation (hairdresser, pub, bakery, 
etc) that may be willing to donate a prize? We would be extremely grateful! In the 
meantime, do you have any unopened gifts, bottles or boxes that would be suitable for our 
raffle? These are used to make up fabulous hampers that are always highly complimented! 
Any contributions can be dropped off at the school office. Thank you in advance for your 
support.  
  
Santa’s Grotto - We are so excited to announce that Father Christmas will be visiting us 
again this year. We are currently planning for either face to face opportunities for our 
children to meet Father Christmas or for online ones. We intend to be fully prepared for 
either and will then make a decision at the end of the month based on the latest guidance 
for safety with regard to Covid 19. We will keep you updated on Santa’s progress!  
  
Christmas Lunch - The school Christmas lunch will be on the 8th of December and will cost 
the same as any normal lunch. Whilst there is no need to pay at this stage, it would be very 
helpful for the kitchen team to know in advance if your child has any special dietary 
requirements i.e. vegetarian, gluten free etc. As per our usual arrangements, we assume 
that all children will have the Christmas lunch unless we are informed otherwise. You will be 
able to book this special lunch via the schoolgateway app, along with all other lunches. A 
separate letter will be sent to all parents about this shortly. These children not wishing to 
have Christmas Lunch will require a packed lunch. There will be no jacket potato option 
available on this day.  
  
Inclement Weather - Many of you will be aware that our school site is prone to ice in very 
cold weather and the roads around the school can get treacherous. Whilst I am not aware of 
any extreme weather conditions forecast, it seems sensible to share with you our 
procedures to ensure that we are all prepared. Hopefully, by sharing this information, we 
will avoid any extremes!  
  
As staff, we always do our best to keep the school open and ensure the safety of our school 
community. Our caretaker carries out a site inspection at 7am every morning and if there is 
ice in small areas, he will cone-off that area and salt the main routes through the school 
only. With such a big site, it is impossible to salt every pathway, therefore we will prevent 
the use of these areas and arrange alternative walking routes. Signs will be put out to guide 
you, staff will also be on duty to ensure you know where to go, so please do not worry.  
  
In icy conditions, our priority has to be the safety of all individuals on our school site; we will 
not be able to salt any areas outside the school gates - so please take extra care on the 
paths and when driving. There is a salt bin close to both entrances of the school site and so 
it would be fantastic if any parent or carer was able to offer support by spreading some salt 
if they notice a particularly icy patch outside of the entrance – in particular, the pavement at 
the entrance to Exwick Lane can be icy as it is in shade.  
  
Further to the pavements being icy, the roads around the school are not gritted by the 
council as they prioritise bus routes. Historically, both Peterborough Road and Gloucester 
Road, from the entrance of Knowle Drive up to Exwick Lane, have been very icy in extreme 
conditions. As such, we advise drivers to park along the gritted bus route and walk the final 



part of the journey to school.  This plan is for extreme weather conditions only and we will 
always endeavour to ‘run as normal!’  
  
Finally, whilst we will always do our utmost to keep the school open at all times, I feel it 
would be sensible to inform you of procedures in the highly unlikely event that the school 
has to close because of severe weather. In this event, I have to inform the local authority 
(Devon) who will immediately publish it on their website: http://new.devon.gov.uk/schools/ 
We will also inform local radio stations of the closure (Heart, Radio Devon etc). We will send 
a school comms e-mail and text message to parents to notify them of the closure and will 
also put a notice on the home page of the school website (please note that this will take a 
short period of time to update).  
  
The autumn term is always an incredibly busy period and I thank you all for reading to the 
end of this newsletter! Please don’t hesitate to let me know if there is any further 
information that you feel would be useful to include in any future letters or if you ever have 
any questions – it is why we are here!  
  
Many thanks.  
   
Mrs C. Neal  
Headteacher  
  

 Caroline Neal 
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